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tion and wound dehiscence in their resorbable copoly-
mer group of 30 patients, whereas titanium osteosyn-
thesis was more often palpable after 6 to 12 months and
required removal in 3 of the 30 patients.

Our results support the use of resorbable copolymer
devices as a viable alternative to titanium for fixation in
Le Fort I maxillary impaction.

Future studies should examine the stability of
other orthognathic procedures, particularly those that
are inherently more susceptible to relapse such as
inferior repositioning of the maxilla, maxillary seg-
mental surgery, and mandibular setback procedures.
We assessed only the stability of single piece or
single fragment nonsegmental Le Fort I level osteot-
omies. These results might not apply to segmental Le
Fort I osteotomies or Le Fort I osteotomies with
major anteroposterior repositioning. In addition, dif-
ferent copolymer material compositions, the use of
self reinforcement, the incorporation of bone-stimu-
lating factors into the polymers, and the use of
cyanoacrylate or rivets to replace screws for plate
fixation need further investigation.'®%-33
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